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            Title
        
        

        	The First Folio of Shakespeare.


        
    

    

    
        
        
        
            Other Title
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        Mr. William Shakespeares comedies, histories, & tragedies. Published according to the True Originall Copies
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            Summary
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        Printed in the large "folio" size, the First Folio is the first collected edition of the plays of William Shakespeare. It was put together after his death in 1616 by two fellow actors, John Heminge and Henry Condell, and was published in 1623. The book contains the complete text of 36 of Shakespeare's plays. The principal publishers were Edward Blount (1565--1632), a London bookseller and publisher, and Isaac Jaggard (died 1627), son of William Jaggard (circa 1568--1623), a printer and publisher long associated with Shakespeare, who died the year the folio was produced. How many copies of the First Folio were printed is unknown, but the edition most likely was quite small: probably no more than 750 copies. The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC holds 82 copies of the First Folio, about a third of those still in existence, and by far the largest collection in the world. Presented here is copy 68 of this collection.
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                        Blount, Edward, flourished 1588-1632 Printer.
                    
                
                
	
                
                
                    
                        Droeshout, Martin, born 1601 Engraver.
                    
                
                
	
                
                
                    
                        Jaggard, Isaac, died 1627 Printer.
                    
                
                
	
                
                
                    
                        Shakespeare, William, 1564-1616 Author.
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
        
        
        
            
                Created / Published
            
        
        

        	
                
                
                    
                        London : [publisher not identified], 1623.
                    
                
                


        
    

    

    
        
        
        
            Headings
        
        

        	
                - 
                
                    
                        United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland--England
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            Notes
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                        Title devised, in English, by Library staff.
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                        Original resource extent: 455 pages, irregular pagination : 1 portrait (engraving) ; 34 centimeters.
                    
                
                
	
                - 
                
                    
                        Original resource at: Folger Shakespeare Library.
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                        Content in English.
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                        Description based on data extracted from World Digital Library, which may be extracted from partner institutions.
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                Book/Printed Material
                
        


    
    Contributor
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    Rights & Access


    
        

        
        The Library of Congress is unaware of any copyright or other restrictions in the World Digital Library Collection. Absent any such restrictions, these materials are free to use and reuse. Researchers are encouraged to review the source information attached to each item. For information on contacting WDL partner organizations, see this archived list of partners

The Library asks that researchers approach the materials in this collection with respect for the culture and sensibilities of the people whose lives, ideas, and creativity are documented here.

Credit Line: [Original Source citation], World Digital Library

More about Copyright and other Restrictions

For additional information and contact information for many of the partner organizations, see this archived capture of the World Digital Library site from 2021.

For guidance about compiling full citations consult Citing Primary Sources.
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                          Until recently, when Beunans Ke came to light, Beunans Meriasek was the only known saint's play in Middle Cornish. St. Meriasek was of Breton origin. The play presents his career, starting with...
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                          Philosopher, educator, and psychologist Juan Luis Vives (1492-1540) was an early humanist, educational theorist, and Renaissance man. He was born in Valencia into a wealthy family of Jewish tradesmen. His family had...
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                          Richard Bickerton Pemell Lyons (1817--87) was a British naval officer and diplomat. He was the British minister in Washington, DC, during the American Civil War. He is most famous for conducting the...
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                          This panoramic view of London from Southwark is from the collection of cityscapes and broadsheets that once belonged to the Swedish statesman Count Magnus Gabriel De la Gardie (1622-86). In the upper-left...
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                          This is a photograph of the interior of the Dome Hospital in Brighton, on the south coast of Britain. Several buildings in Brighton were converted into hospitals during the First World War...
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